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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954. 

St\ff  general  provision  of  public  health  services. 

1.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Jean  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  (who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Trowbridge  Urban  District  Council  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer). 

2.  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Douglas  G.  Masling,  Cert.  S.I.E.J.B.,  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

In  addition  to  his  normal  duties,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  acts  as  Housing  Officer  and 
also  assists  to  some  extent  in  the  department  of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

3.  Other  Staff. 

One  clerk/typist  who  is  employed  by  the  Trowbridge  U.D.C.,  and  who  affords 
part-time  clerical  assistance  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Part-time  clerical 
assistance  given  to  Sanitary  Inspector  by  staff  of  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

One  part-time  Rodent  Operator. 

COMMITTEES  DEALING  WITH  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS. 

(a)  General  Purposes  Committee  ...  Chairman  : Cllr.  O.  F.  Brown. 

(b)  Housing  Committee  ...  ...  Chairman:  Cllr.  Mrs.  A.  A.  H.  Rees. 

(c)  Waterworks  Committee  ...  ...  Chairman  : Cllr.  M.  Uncles,  J.P. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  majority  of  the  working  population  of  the  old  Saxon  town  of  Bradford-on- Avon 
is  absorbed  in  local  industry  consisting  chiefly  of  the  manufacture  of  rubber  articles  and 
equipment,  some  light  engineering;  horticulture  and  agriculture.  Other  residents  follow 
occupations,  mainly  in  engineering,  in  adjoining  districts. 
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STATISTICS. 


Area 

Population 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 


2,005  acres 
5,590 
£30,127 

£117:  16:  10 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population 

Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 

Still  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 

Deaths  from  all  causes 


5,590 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1953 

46 

32 

78 

92 

2 

2 

4 

5 

48 

34 

82 

97 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

31 

42 

73 

67 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  : 
Legitimate  ...  ...  0 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  0 


2 2 
0 0 


4 

0 


Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks 


2 


4 


3 (Legitimate) 


Crude  Live  Birth  rate  14-67 
Corrected  Birth  rate  15-55 

(Comparability  Factor  1-06) 

Urban 
per  1,000 

Still  Birth  rate 

•36 

per 

1,000 

Crude  Death  rate  : 

All  Causes 

13-06 

per 

1,000 

Corrected  Death  rate  11-10 

(Comparability  Factor  0-85) 

per 

1,000 

Infants  under  1 year 

24-39 

per 

1,000 

Death  rate  of  Infants 
under  4 weeks 

24-39 

per 

1,000 

District  England  and  Wales 

of  population.  Comparison  15-5 

of  population.  „ -35 

of  population.  „ 11-4 

of  population. 

live  births.  ,,  26-8 

live  births.  „ — 
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Analysis  of  deaths  from  all  causes. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Diseases  ... 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion... 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  other  Accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


Male 


1 

1 

5 

3 

6 

7 


2 


6 


Female 


1 

2 

3 

2 


8 

6 

10 

1 

1 

1 


1 

5 

1 


Total 


2 

1 

2 

3 

7 


11 

12 

17 

1 

1 

1 


2 


1 

11 

1 


Totals 


31  42  73 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Acute 

Scarlet 

Poliomyelitis 

Whooping 

Acute 

Age  Group 

Fever 

Measles 

non-paralytic 

Cough 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45-65 

2 

‘ 



2 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  13 


Food  Poisoning  Notifications. — None  received  during  the  year. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  Combe  Park,  Bath,  carries  out 
all  bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  ice  cream  and  other  foods.  Some  water  samples  con- 
tinue to  be  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Salisbury  General  Infirmary.  Messrs. 
Waterfall  and  O’Brien,  of  Queens  Square,  Bristol,  act  as  Consulting  Analysts  to  the  Council. 

Hospital  Facilities. 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  South  West  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Bradford-on-Avon  District  Hospital  continues  to  be  available  for  general  cases 
whilst  many  of  the  residents  can,  and  do,  avail  themselves  of  hospital  facilities  in  Bath. 

The  Berryfield  Maternity  Hospital,  Bradford-on-Avon,  is  used  both  for  local  cases 
and  cases  from  the  West  Wilts  Hospital  Management  Committee’s  Area. 

Infectious  disease  cases  (other  than  Poliomyelitis)  requiring  hospital  treatment  are 
admitted  to  the  Trowbridge  & District  Isolation  Hospital.  All  cases  of  suspected  Poliomye- 
litis, and  all  proved  cases,  are  admitted  to  the  Claverton  (Bath)  Isolation  Hospital  and 
transferred,  when  necessary,  to  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Other  Facilities. 

(1)  Home  Helps.  The  County  Council  Home  Help  Service  gives  great  assistance  in 
cases  of  acute  illness  and  even  more  in  giving  assistance  in  the  homes  of  aged  persons. 

(2)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  One  midwife  and  one  nurse  are  available  for  the  nursing 
of  expectant  mothers  and  the  sick  in  the  home. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  Wilts  County  Council  also  provide  for  the  following  ser- 
vices in  the  area  : — 

Mental  Health. 

Services  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  for  the  prevention  of 
illness,  care  and  after  care,  health  education. 

Ambulances  and  Ambulance  Cars. 

Health  Visiting. 

Child  Welfare. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  action  under  the  above  Act  was  taken  during  1954. 

CONTRADICTIONS  IN  MODERN  LIFE. 

It  is  agreed  by  all  who  have  observed  children  in  the  last  30  years  that  the  general 
condition  from  infancy  onwards,  is  in  nearly  every  way  improved.  Local  sanitary  authorities 
have  done  their  best  in  providing  better  housing  conditions  for  a very  large  number  of 
families  : many  other  families  have  improved  their  home  circumstances  through  their  own 
efforts. 
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Why  then  when  homes  and  children  are  so  beautifully  kept  are  our  streets  allowed  to 
oe  the  dumping  ground  of  papers  which  have  wrapped,  not  essentials  of  life,  but  in  nearly 
every  case  luxuries?  If  father  dropped  his  empty  cigarette  packets  in  the  middle  of  the 
living  room  floor  he  would  be  told  of  it : if  the  children  dropped  tofifee  or  ice  cream  papers 
on  the  best  carpet  they  would  be  told,  too  : and  if  mother  dropped  the  paper  bags  and  cake 
papers  just  as  she  unpacked  the  shopping  she  would  soon  check  herself. 

Yet  although  more  people  have  more  room  to  eat  in  their  houses  in  comfort  we  have 
the  extraordinary  paradox  that  all  the  more  do  people  eat  in  the  streets — including  some  who 
have  had  many  advantages  of  education  and  obviously  are  in  the  higher  income  groups  (judg- 
ing from  their  opulent-looking  cars).  And  this  when  the  possibility  of  having  the  streets 
kept  as  all  citizens  would  like  them,  gets  less  and  less  probable  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  get- 
ting enough  men  to  give  them  the  usual  amount  of  attention,  without  that  required  by  the 
untidiness  of  mind  now  taken  as  a matter  of  course. 

Shopkeepers  are  doing  their  best  to  provide  food  suitably  wrapped.  Why  should  their 
good  efforts  result  merely  in  them  having  to  sweep  the  pavement  outside  their  premises  half- 
an-hour  after  the  lengthman  has  been  round  and  keep  on  doing  it  until  they  get  worn  out? 
The  old-fashioned  housewives  who  unfortunately  live  near  shops  have  to  do  the  same,  and 
others  remove  fish  and  chip  papers  from  their  gardens.  I have  myself  picked  up  and  dis- 
posed of  20  greasy  newspaper  wrappers  from  the  pavement  at  11  p.m.  on  a Saturday  night 
in  order  that  people  going  to  Church  the  next  morning  would  not  have  such  an  unpleasant 
impression  of  our  pleasant  little  town  on  a peaceful  Sunday  morning,  and  on  another  occasion 
in  another  town  presented  a car  driver  with  an  empty  cigarette  packet  that  he  had  dropped 
with  studied  care  in  the  middle  of  a small  town-centre  that  had  just  been  made  straight  for 
the  day  by  an  excellent  lengthman. 

Some  people  are  surprised  at  the  idea  that  a “ road-sweeper  ” can  have  as  much  pride 
in  a well-kept  road  as  any  housewife  in  a well-kept  house.  (I  only  wish  some  of  the  men’s 
views  could  be  published). 

I have  restricted  my  remarks  to  towns  : the  sight  of  what  happens  in  the  country  in 
any  place  where  a vehicle  can  pull  off  the  road,  apart  from  “ beauty  spots,”  makes  one  almost 
despair  of  humanity. 


HOUSING  ACTS. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1953  I enlarged  on  the  difficulties  of  applying  the  existing 
Acts  to  an  ancient  stone  town.  Underlying  the  “ cri-du-coeur  ” was  the  hope  that  the  new 
Housing  Act  might  help  to  solve  some  of  our  difficulties.  Reading  the  few  law  cases  which 
have  occurred  since  the  Act  became  operative  gives  scant  encouragement  however. 

JEAN  MURRAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
for  the  Year  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Brad  ford-on- Avon  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1954,  my  first  complete 
year  of  service  as  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  year  was,  undoubtedly,  the  new  legislation  on 
Housing  in  the  form  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act.  The  Act  contained  many  amend- 
ments to  the  housing  law,  including  provisions  relating  to  rent  increases  and  a new  standard 
of  fitness  for  houses.  This  latter  standard,  when  applied  to  many  of  the  older  houses  in  our 
town,  serves  to  stress  the  housing  problem  which  will  be  with  us  for  a number  of  years. 

The  publication  of  the  Beaver  Committee  Report  on  Atmospheric  Pollution  is  also 
worthy  of  mention.  The  recommendations  contained  in  the  report,  which  one  hopes  will  be 
embodied  in  legislation  at  an  early  date,  will  be  welcomed  by  all  who  have  experienced  the 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  attack  of  building  fabrics  which  takes  place  in  our  towns 
and  cities. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  my  thanks  for  their  support  and  assistance  in  carrying  out  my  duties  during  the 
year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  MASL1NG, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  installations  for  the  supply,  treatment  and  distribution  of  water  remained  as  in 
previous  years,  i.e.,  pumping  from  two  wells  in  the  Avoncliff  area  to  slow  sand  filters  and 
service  reservoirs,  Winsley  Road.  Chlorination  is  carried  out  by  injectors  installed  at  the 
pumping  stations. 

No  major  alterations  were  made  to  the  arrangements  for  water  supply  during  the 
year.  The  yield  from  the  existing  wells  proved  to  be  adequate  during  1954,  although  in 
order  to  safeguard  and  augment  the  supply  the  Council  sought  advice  regarding  further 
underground  sources  of  water  in  the  Avoncliff  area  and  are  proceeding  with  negotiations 
for  the  sinking  of  another  well  in  this  area.  A contract  was  placed  in  December  for  the  con- 
struction of  an  underground  tank  and  provision  of  equipment  to  improve  pressures  in  the 
high  level  area. 


Only  three  houses  within  the  Urban  District  are  known  to  derive  their  supply  from 
private  wells,  all  these  houses  being  in  isolated  areas  distant  from  supply  mams.  The  esti- 
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mated  population  served  by  way  of  standpipes  is  172.  The  houses  served  by  standpipes  are 
all  sub-standard  houses  and  statutory  action  for  provision  of  a piped  supply  is  not  considered 

to  be  appropriate. 

Examination  of  Water  Supplies. 

(a)  Wells. 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  : — 

(i)  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  chemical  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bacteriological  examination  revealed  that  in  the  case  of  both  wells,  the  water,  before 
treatment,  is  polluted  with  faecal  and  non-faecal  coliform  organisms,  the  degree  of  pollution 
at  the  newer  of  the  wells  being  much  less  than  that  at  the  original  well. 

The  analytical  returns  on  samples  from  both  wells  indicated  water  of  good  quality, 
organically  pure  and  free  from  poisonous  metals.  The  P.H.  value  in  both  cases  was  7-1  and 
total  hardness  amounted  to  300-350  parts  per  million. 

(b)  Towns  Mains. 

Eleven  samples  taken  from  various  points  throughout  the  town  were  examined  by  the 
Pathological  Laboratory.  Nine  of  these  samples  showed  no  evidence  of  any  pollution,  the 
remaining  two,  taken  early  in  the  year,  revealed  a very  slight  degree  of  non-faecal  pollution, 
probably  as  a result  of  a fault  in  the  chlorinating  apparatus  which  was  subsequently  repaired. 

(c)  Private  Sources. 

One  sample  was  taken  from  a land  spring,  in  temporary  use  as  a result  of  flooding  of 
the  well  normally  used,  and  reported  upon  as  being  grossly  polluted  with  non-faecal  organ- 
isms. Suitable  precautionary  measures  were  advised. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  weekly  kerbside  collection  of  house  refuse  was  maintained  throughout  the  year, 
using  one  11  cubic  yard  collection  vehicle  with  a driver  and  two  loaders. 

In  view  of  the  defective  condition  and  unsuitability  of  various  types  of  containers  in 
use  as  receptacles  for  refuse,  the  Council  were  asked  to  give  consideration  to  a scheme  for 
the  provision  of  dustbins  under  Sec.  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Because  of  the  legal 
complexities  attaching  to  the  recovery  of  hire  charges  under  this  scheme,  the  matter  was 
regrettably  deferred.  The  lengthy  and  indefinite  proceedings  which  ensue  as  a result  of  ser- 
vice of  notices  to  provide  dustbins  and  the  placing  of  further  burdens  on  the  rate  fund  as  a 
result  of  bin  ownership  schemes  in  small  towns,  still,  unfortunately,  remain  as  obstacles  in 
securing  a necessary  standard  of  uniformity  of  dustbins.  Sound  dustbins  would  materially 
assist  in  improving  dustbin  hygiene  throughout  the  town,  the  standard  of  which  is  at  present 
deplorably  poor,  mainly  due  to  the  insistence  o f placing  wet  and  putrescible  matter  into  bins 
which  remain  uncovered. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  on  low-lying  ground  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  River 
Avon.  Extreme  difficulty  is  experienced  in  maintaining  “ controlled  ” conditions  of  tipping 
because  of  shortage  of  suitable  covering  material.  Synthetic  contact  insecticides  are  used  to 
prevent  fly  and  other  insect  infestations.  Rodent  control  treatments  are  carried  out  at  monthly 
intervals.  The  estimated  yield  of  refuse  during  the  year  was  some  2,300  tons. 
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14  tons  12  cwts.  3 qtrs.  of  waste  paper  were  baled  and  dispatched  to  the  Board  Mills 
during  the  year. 

Sewage;  Disposal. 

No  major  changes  were  made  to  the  existing  sewage  disposal  works  during  the  year. 
A sample  of  effluent  was  submitted  to  the  Council’s  Analyst  and  reported  on  as  follows  : — 


Certificate  of  Analysis. 


Waterfall  & O’Brien. 

Of  a sample  of  Effluent. 

Lab.  Ref.  No.  6389. 

'The  Laboratory, 

4 Queen  Square, 

Bristol,  1. 

22nd  November,  1954. 

Sent  by  Bradford-on-Avon  U.D.C., 

Westbury  House,  Bradford-on-Avon. 

Appearance : Cloudy  grey  liquid,  darker  grey  sediment.  Smells  strongly  earthy. 

Reaction:  pH  7-5. 

Parts  per  million. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

18 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

4-2 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides) 

86 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 

142 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours) 

22 

Nitrite 

...  Very  strong  reaction 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrite  and  Nitrate  ... 

5-5 

Dissolved  Solids 

715 

Suspended  Solids 

62 

Total 

777 

Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed  after  5 days’  incubation  (B.O.D.)  64. 
“ Impurity  ” figure  32. 


PUBLIC  BATHS. 

The  Public  Baths  incorporate  an  indoor  swimming  bath  and  5 slipper  baths.  The 
swimming  pool,  which  is  open  from  April  to  September,  is  used  by  some  16  schools  from 
Bradford-on- Avon  and  the  surrounding  districts.  Treatment  of  the  circulating  water  in  the 
swimming  pool  consists  of  continuous  rapid  filtration  and  subsequent  continuous  chlorination. 
Four  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  three  of  which  showed 
no  evidence  of  pollution,  the  remaining  sample  exhibited  a very  slight  degree  of  non-faecal 
pollution. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellingiiouses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Pub- 

lic Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *167 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  231 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  *32 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 

sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  18 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  v/ere 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  ren- 
dered fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

* Inspections  made  as  part  of  Housing  Survey. 

HOUSING. 

No.  of  new  permanent  dwellings  erected  by  the  Council  during  1954  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  new  permanent  dwellings  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  8 

The  total  accommodation  provided  by  the  Council  since  the  war  is  now  : — 

New  permanent  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 

Prefabricated  houses  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  80 

Flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  12 
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At  the  31st  December,  1954,  there  were  some  120  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Housing 
Waiting  List.  The  majority  of  these  applicants  comprised  families  living  in  the  older  type 
houses  which  lack  the  conveniences  of  modern  post-war  houses. 


During  the  year  5 applications  for  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 


were  approved. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Administration. 

No.  of  registered  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  Special  Designation  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pasteurised  (Dealers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Supplementary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  registered  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Sixty-one  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Manor 
Hospital,  Combe  Park,  Bath.  Results  were  as  follows  : — 


(a) 


Statutory  Examination  of  Designated  Milks. 

Samples 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw)  12 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  12 
Pasteurised  ...  ...  20 


Satisfactory. 

12 

12 

20 


(b)  Biological  Examination. 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  7 

Raw  Ungraded  ...  ...  6 


6 (one  positive  to  Brucella 
Abortus  only;  Negative 
to  Tuberculosis) 

6 


The  matter  of  the  positive  Brucella  Abortus  sample  was  referred  to  the  authority  with 
whom  the  dealer  was  principally  licensed.  Subsequent  follow-up  samples  during  1955  were 
negative  to  this  infection. 


Four  samples  of  raw  ungraded  milk  were  submitted,  three  of  which  satisfied  the  Methy- 
lene Blue  test  for  Raw  T.T.  and  one  decolourised  Methylene  Blue  in  3 hours. 


Ice  Cream. 

No.  of  premises  registered  under  Sec.  14,  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938  ...  ...  16 

All  premises  are  concerned  in  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  only.  In  general  a high 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained  in  these  premises,  although  as  the  tendency  towards 
the  sale  of  the  more  traditional  ice  cream  wafer  and  cornet  increased,  it  was  necessary  to 
draw  attention  to  the  need  for  cleanliness  of  knives,  servers,  etc. 

Twenty-nine  samples  of  ice  cream  were  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
and  provisionally  graded  as  follows  : — 


Grade  I 

24 

Grade  II 

3 

Grade  III  

2 

Grade  IV  

Nil 

29 
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both 


In  both  cases  of  samples  in  Grade  III,  the  manufacturers  were  notified,  and  in 
instances  subsequent  samples  showed  great  improvement. 


Other  Food. 

Types  of  Food  Premises. 

General  Grocery  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fishmongers/Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakers/Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sugar  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Hotels  and  Inns  ...  ...  ...  •••  18 


Condemnation  oe  Unsound  Food. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year,  after  having 
been  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — • 

136  tins  of  assorted  foodstuffs 
48  lbs.  round  of  beef 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Until  30th  September,  1954,  the  Rodent  Operator  was  employed  on  a basis  of  one 
week  in  four  only,  he  being  employed  for  the  remaining  three  weeks  by  an  adjacent  authority. 
From  1st  October,  1954,  the  Operator  has  been  solely  in  the  employ  of  the  Council  and  the 
amount  of  time  available  for  inspection  and  treatments  has,  therefore,  been  increased.  This 
has  led  to  a much  more  efficient  service. 


Type  of  Property 

No.  of  Premises 

Inspected 

T reated 

Rats 

Mice 

Local  Authority  

12 

3 

1 

Dwelling  Houses 

186 

30 

29 

Business  Premises  ... 

86 

5 

— 

Agricultural  Premises  

22 

2 

— 

The  sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  There  were  no  major  infestations  during  the  year. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950. 

One  licence  to  keep  a pet  shop  was  renewed  during  1954. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors). 


M/c 

Number 

Number  of 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(7) 

Premises 

(1) 

line 

No. 

(2) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

5 

7 





1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

2 

22 

30 

2 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’  premises) 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

TOTAL  

29 

37 

2 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

0) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Found 

(3) 

Remediec 

(4) 

Referred 

ToH.M.  ByH.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 
(5)  (6) 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(8) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  

9 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

9 

(6)  unsuitable  or  defective  

10 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

10 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  

11 

— 



— 

- 

11 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork)  

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

TOTAL  

4 

3 

— 

2 

— 
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OUTWORK. 


(Sections  110  and  111). 


Nature  of  Work 

(1) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

M/c 

line 

No. 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in ' August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

HO  (1)  (c) 

(3) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

(4) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

(5) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

(6) 

Notices 

served 

(7) 

Prosecutions 

(8) 

(9) 

Wearing  ) Making,  etc. 

13 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

apparel  ' Cleaning  and  washing 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

ANALYSIS  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 


Housing  Acts,  1936  & 1949  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Public  Plealth  Act,  1936 — Nuisances  - 

(a)  From  Housing  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

(b)  From  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(c)  From  Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  4 

(d)  From  Noxious  Odours  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Factories  Act,  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Sampling  of  Milk,  Water,  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  96 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  100 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  138 

Housing  Applicants  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  124 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  324 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  18 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  292 


1,596 


DOUGLAS  G.  MASLING, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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